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Abstract 

This article presents a comparative analysis of the contemporary challenges facing regional journalism in 

Georgia and the United States. Using a qualitative, literature-based methodology, it examines economic con-

straints, declining public trust, political interference, and the rapid evolution of digital technologies as critical 

issues affecting the sustainability of local news ecosystems in both countries. Despite their distinct historical, 

political, and media development trajectories, both Georgia and the United States demonstrate strikingly parallel 

vulnerabilities in the regional journalism sector. The article employs qualitative, literature-based comparative anal-

ysis. The findings underscore the urgent need for financial improvement, supportive policy frameworks, and adap-

tive professional practices to sustain the democratic role of regional journalism.  
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Introduction 

In both, established and emerging democracies, 

regional journalism plays a pivotal role in ensuring 

civic engagement, government accountability, and ac-

cess to community-based information. With the rise of 

technological advances and the growing impact of so-

cial networks, traditional media remains a powerful 

tool in fostering democratic development. It remains 

essential in shaping societal dynamics and addressing 

local community concerns, especially in remote areas 

where it ensures all voices are heard. Some scholars 

suggest that watchdog or accountability journalism 

holds government officials to legal and ethical stand-

ards of public service and ensures that business and pro-

fessional leaders remain answerable to society (1). This 

article synthesizes insights from diverse sources re-

garding the multifaceted challenges confronting media 

and local journalism in the United States and Georgia. 

It also explores potential avenues for advancement and 

innovation within this domain. 

In Georgia, a country with a three-decade history 

of democratic governance, one of the pressing chal-

lenges is the maintenance and enhancement of these in-

stitutions. Without an empowered “fourth estate” exer-

cising its oversight functions, government entities tend 

to align themselves with narrow clan interests, particu-

larly in remote areas. Also, Georgian citizens often ex-

press distrust toward media entities. This skepticism is 

particularly pronounced in peripheral regions. Despite 

numerous media organizations' commendable efforts to 

highlight regional challenges, fundamental problems 

persist. In the United States journalism exemplifies a 

more robust and influential model, where the media is 

widely regarded as the "fourth branch of government." 

The U.S. has a rich history in journalism, with signifi-

cant investments in media, making it a global leader. It 

has also assisted nations like Georgia in modernizing 

its media institutions. While the United States and 

Georgia represent vastly different media environments 

in terms of size, political history, and institutional ma-

turity, local journalism in both countries faces strik-

ingly similar challenges. These include financial insta-

bility, technological changes, declining public trust, 

and increasing political or economic pressure—factors 

that collectively threaten the sustainability and inde-

pendence of local media outlets. In the US, the collapse 

of traditional revenue models has contributed to the 

proliferation of "news deserts," with entire communi-

ties losing access to credible, locally-relevant news. In 

Georgia, regional media struggle with underdeveloped 

advertising markets and limited access to funding.  

The study is grounded in a qualitative methodol-

ogy, drawing upon literature reviews to highlight both 

common vulnerabilities and country-specific re-

sponses. Regarding terms, while “local news” is more 

commonly used in the American context, “regional me-

dia” is the more accurate term for the Georgian reality. 

By examining the similarities and differences across 

these two media environments, the article aims to con-

tribute to a deeper understanding of the conditions nec-

essary for sustaining regional journalism in both coun-

tries. This article is derived from the author’s ongoing 

doctoral research at the International Black Sea Univer-

sity, titled “Impact of the United States on Georgian 

Regional Media Issues (Comparative Analysis).” 

Contemporary experts increasingly examine the 

complex challenges facing "regional media" or "local 

news." Scholars have sounded the alarm over the ongo-

ing crisis in local journalism, producing a wide range 

of articles, studies, and books that address its causes 

and consequences. They underscore the far-reaching 

implications of the decline of local news for democratic 

engagement, community cohesion, and public account-

ability. These challenges are largely driven by eco-

nomic hardship and rapid technological change, both of 

which have reshaped news consumption habits, eroded 

public trust in media institutions, and fueled the spread 
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of misinformation. Additional contributing factors in-

clude the monopolization of communication channels, 

shifting patterns of media ownership, and the steady 

disappearance of locally-focused news content. Often, 

these issues are deeply interconnected, compounding 

the pressures faced by regional media outlets. This 

study focuses on three main directions: 1. economic 

constraints and media ownership, 2. the impact of tech-

nological change, 3. public trust and political pressure, 

and 4. suggests potential solutions and preventive 

measures for media integrity.  

1. Economic Factors, News Deserts and Media 

Ownership 

A significant factor affecting American and Geor-

gian regional media is financial constraints, leading to 

a struggle for survival. In the U.S., "news deserts" refer 

to areas with little or no local news coverage, limiting 

access to essential community information. The term, 

coined in the 2000s, highlights the decline of local news 

outlets due to digital transformation and the 2008 

global economic crisis (2). The report "News Deserts 

and Ghost Newspapers" defines a news desert as a com-

munity with limited access to credible and comprehen-

sive news that sustains grassroots democracy (3). This 

situation can stem from a variety of factors, including 

the closure of local news outlets and economic chal-

lenges. The News Desert Project from UNC Hussman 

School of Journalism and Media highlights areas in the 

U.S. identified as "news deserts." Their findings reveal 

that 225 of 3,234 counties lack a local newspaper, and 

1,528 counties have only one publication, typically a 

weekly. Since 2004, the U.S. has lost nearly a quarter 

of its local newspapers, and many remaining ones have 

become "ghosts" of their former selves, often owned by 

hedge funds and private equity firms that implement 

aggressive cost-cutting measures, reducing the quality 

of local news (4). The report "The State of Local News 

(2023)" from the Medill Local News Initiative at North-

western University reveals significant challenges in lo-

cal journalism across the U.S. Over half of U.S. coun-

ties lack a reliable local news source, with 204 counties 

having none and 1,562 relying on a single outlet, mostly 

weekly newspapers. Of these, 228 counties are flagged 

as high risk for losing their last news source, particu-

larly in high-poverty areas with substantial Black, His-

panic, or Native American populations. Since 2005, 

nearly 2,900 newspapers have closed, and the journal-

ism workforce has shrunk by about 43,000 journalists. 

Many remaining newspapers are owned by large media 

chains that have drastically cut staff. Alternative local 

news outlets, such as digital-only sites and ethnic media 

organizations, face unique challenges, particularly in 

securing subscribers and funding for sustainability (5). 

The MacArthur Foundation reports that the U.S. has 

lost over a quarter of its newspapers since 2005, with 

projections indicating one-third may be gone by 2025. 

Since 2008, the news industry has cut 30,000 jobs, par-

ticularly affecting the South and Southeast, where re-

duced access to reliable news worsens income inequal-

ity (6). The report “News Deserts and Ghost Newspa-

pers: Will Local News Survive?” highlights how the 

recent pandemic has accelerated the decline of local 

news - in 2020, many journalists experienced layoffs, 

pay cuts, and furloughs, leading to the closure of nu-

merous newspapers, with the risk of further shutdowns 

looming (3). 

The Washington Post opinion piece, "The Crisis in 

Local Journalism has Become a Crisis of Democracy" 

(2018), highlights the significant challenges faced by 

community journalism, noting drastic layoffs and a de-

cline in newspaper employment from 456,300 in 1990 

to around 183,000 by 2016. In "The Decline of Local 

News and its Effect on Polarization," Stanley D. Taylor 

(2019) examines how local news decline has contrib-

uted to increased polarization in the United States. He 

highlights that political tensions are at their highest 

since the Civil War, evident in public spaces and social 

media. Taylor asserts that data analysis supports his 

claim that the reduction of local news correlates with 

rising polarization. The MacArthur Foundation also 

highlights the vital connection between the decline of 

local news and challenges to American democracy, not-

ing that issues like low voter turnout, declining civic 

engagement, and increasing partisanship are tied to the 

disappearance of local news (6).  

Leonard Downie, Jr. and Michael Schudson in 

“The Reconstruction of American Journalism” (2009) 

highlight that accountability journalism is threatened 

by the closure of many newspapers, as local news re-

porting largely relies on them. The decline of metropol-

itan daily newspapers negatively impacts news shared 

across television, radio, and the Internet. Nonprofit 

news organizations face significant challenges in secur-

ing funding, as obtaining support from foundations and 

donors requires considerable effort, and advertising 

revenue provides only a limited financial foundation. 

Gregory J. Martin and Joshua McCrain (2019) discuss 

a troubling trend in the U.S. news media: a decrease in 

resources for local political coverage, paired with a rise 

in audience engagement with national news. Their re-

search reveals that this shift is largely driven by supply-

side factors due to changing ownership of media out-

lets. Key outcomes include increased coverage of na-

tional politics at the cost of local issues, a right-leaning 

bias in reporting, and a slight decline in viewership 

compared to other local programs. These changes ad-

versely impact local accountability and contribute to 

mass polarization, as consolidated media often aligns 

its content with the owners' financial and political in-

terests (7). According to Reporters Without Borders, 

although mainstream media in the U.S. is largely free 

from government interference, media ownership is 

highly concentrated, with companies often prioritizing 

profits over public interest journalism. Local news has 

significantly declined, with about one-third of newspa-

pers operating in 2005 closing since then. Economic 

constraints have impacted journalists, as highlighted in 

the organization’s 2024 analysis. While some public 

media outlets have adapted through online subscrip-

tions and donations, the industry faced significant 

layoffs in 2023, affecting both local newsrooms and 

major outlets like the Washington Post and NBC News. 

Over 3,000 jobs were lost in 2023, the highest since 

2020 (8). Report for America (RFA) emphasizes that 

the decline of local journalism has created a democratic 

crisis, leaving residents without essential information 
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to address community issues and hold officials ac-

countable. This problem requires something dramati-

cally different, says RFA (9).  

In recent years, regional media in Georgia has en-

countered significant challenges impacting its sustain-

ability and relevance. The Media Landscapes project, 

created by the European Journalism Centre and the 

Dutch Ministry of Education, evaluates Georgia a tran-

sitional democracy with government interference and 

political parallelism, alongside strong activism for me-

dia freedom, professionalism, and public service broad-

casting. (10). The analysis of Georgian media indicates 

that press freedom became a significant issue before the 

2012 Parliamentary Elections due to government con-

trol over major television stations, which created an un-

even playing field. In reaction to this pressure, the gov-

ernment amended laws to improve media access. The 

Georgian Dream administration initially enhanced me-

dia freedom by completing the digital switchover and 

removing licensing requirements. However, as the 

2016 elections approached, government control over 

the media reemerged. Most national television stations 

are politically tied, leading to a polarized media envi-

ronment. According to the Media Landscapes, regional 

media outlets in Georgia face business challenges, 

struggling with small audiences and limited advertising 

revenue (10). Reporters Without Borders' 2024 report 

highlights that, despite laws against political parties 

owning media in Georgia, many networks still push the 

interests of their politically connected owners. Addi-

tionally, the declining advertising market severely af-

fects privately owned media, which are mainly funded 

by foreign donors, while state-owned media enjoy 

heavy subsidies, distorting competition (11). Freedom 

House's "Freedom in the World 2022" report indicates 

that Georgia has a diverse but partisan media environ-

ment, where free expression is generally permitted, yet 

the government has grown increasingly hostile toward 

journalists (12). 

The book "Regional Media Map of Georgia" iden-

tifies key issues in the region's media landscape, includ-

ing limited funding, inadequate technical equipment, 

and a shortage of qualified personnel. Economic sus-

tainability is a major concern due to an underdeveloped 

advertising market. Media organizations, especially in 

smaller municipalities, face challenges such as ineffi-

ciency and insufficient event coverage. The level of 

technical resources typically corresponds to financial 

health and geographical factors, with organizations re-

ceiving international aid generally having superior 

equipment. A survey highlighted financial constraints 

and personnel emigration as major challenges for jour-

nalists, emphasizing the importance of donor assistance 

for the sustainability and growth of Georgian regional 

media (13). The article from MediaChecker discusses 

the decline of Georgian regional media, noting that over 

ten newspapers were published in Kutaisi during the 

early 2000s, but print media has since dwindled. Local 

media organizations are attempting to improve em-

ployee training, but many professionals still seek op-

portunities elsewhere (14).  

2. Distrust and Political Pressure 

Throughout history, the attempts to control mass 

information channels have progressed, often reflecting 

the influence of dominant ideological groups. In de-

mocracies like the United States, major media outlets 

tend to align with specific political perspectives, 

whether supporting the Democratic Party's liberal 

stance or the Republican Party's conservative views. As 

a result, public opinion polls indicate a significant crisis 

of confidence in the credibility of media institutions in 

both America and Georgia. 

Gallup reports that Americans' trust in media re-

mains near record lows. An October 2022 poll found 

only 34% of Americans confident in mass media's abil-

ity to provide news accurately and fairly—just two 

points above the lowest level recorded in 2016. Only 

7% express "a great deal" of trust, while 27% have "a 

fair amount." In contrast, 28% have very little confi-

dence, and 38% have no trust at all in newspapers, TV, 

and radio (15). According to the 2023 Edelman Trust 

Barometer, 46% of respondents view the media as a di-

visive force in society, while only 35% see it as a uni-

fying entity that fosters cohesion (16). According to Fe-

lix Salmon's article on Axios: “Media trust hits a new 

low”, the Edelman Trust Barometer reveals that trust in 

traditional media in the US has fallen to an all-time low, 

with social media trust dropping to just 27%. The study 

found that 56% of respondents believe journalists in-

tentionally mislead the public, and 58% think news or-

ganizations prioritize ideology over informing the pub-

lic (17). Reporters Without Borders' 2024 analysis says 

that the U.S. faces unprecedented distrust in the media, 

fueled by disinformation and a rise in partisan media. 

This environment has significantly eroded public con-

fidence in journalistic objectivity (8). The Democracy 

Fund highlights that reliable information is crucial for 

daily life, but its scarcity leads to less informed voters 

and poses threats to democracy. In “The Crisis in Local 

Journalism Has Become a Crisis of Democracy,” Wald-

man and Sennott (2018) note that journalism faces sig-

nificant challenges, with declining trust in the press and 

Americans increasingly turning to partisan sources 

(18). Reporters Without Borders' report highlights har-

assment, intimidation, and physical assaults against 

journalists, citing the tragic stabbing of Las Vegas Re-

view-Journal reporter Jeff German in September 2022 

and the shooting of Spectrum News 13 reporter Dylan 

Lyons in February 2023. Journalists covering protests 

have also faced attacks and arrests. (8).  

The public opinion polls in Georgia mirror similar 

challenges. Since the Soviet era, those in power have 

monopolized mass media, aligning major organizations 

with political figures. Despite operating in a democratic 

context, Georgian media struggles for independence, 

making it susceptible to manipulation by both govern-

ment and opposition factions. This has led to a decline 

in public trust, with an April 2019 NDI survey reveal-

ing that 72% of respondents view the media as divisive, 

while only 14% see it as a unifying force (19). A Sep-

tember 2022 poll shows a significant increase in re-

spondents viewing Georgian media as a divisive force. 

Polarization is seen as a major challenge, with 87% 
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blaming politicians, 79% pointing to leaders, 83% cit-

ing Russia, and 82% mentioning the media, alongside 

an 80% concern about the economic system (20). Ad-

ditional surveys have highlighted a notable sense of dis-

trust among Georgian citizens towards mass media or-

ganizations. In March 2018, 68% of respondents be-

lieved that Georgian TV stations often spread 

disinformation, while only 4% trusted the Georgian 

Public Broadcaster for accurate information on politics. 

Additionally, 56% noted disinformation in online me-

dia, and 51% viewed print media as sources of disinfor-

mation (21). These insights reveal a global atmosphere 

of skepticism and distrust towards media and govern-

ment, highlighting systemic challenges in contempo-

rary society.  

Regional journalists face significant challenges 

from political pressure, especially in rural areas where 

limited resources make them vulnerable to influence 

and pre-election manipulation. Despite having a com-

prehensive legislative framework, these journalists of-

ten encounter blackmail and threats, hindering their 

ability to work effectively. Instances of verbal abuse 

and harassment against Georgian regional journalists 

are prevalent, as highlighted in reports from NGOs. 

Transparency International Georgia's 2012 report, 

"Georgia's Regional Media - Local Watchdogs Under 

Pressure," notes that journalists from independent local 

media face difficulties accessing officials and infor-

mation. Physical assaults have occurred, including one 

journalist in Kutaisi who was attacked twice and an-

other who was beaten by police in Tianeti (22).  

Access to public information in Georgia has sig-

nificantly worsened, as highlighted in IDFI's 2022 

monitoring report. The response rate from public insti-

tutions dropped to 58%, the lowest since 2010, com-

pared to the established norm of 80% since 2013. Com-

pliance with legislative requirements is notably poor; 

only about 12% of journalists received complete infor-

mation on time. Approximately 50% of requests either 

went unanswered or were not satisfied, with an average 

response time of 16 days for those that were answered. 

Administrative complaints were rarely resolved satis-

factorily, but 40% of cases yielded complete infor-

mation despite unresolved complaints, taking an aver-

age of 35 days. Public information disputes typically 

took around 2.5 years to resolve, and the number of 

lawsuits filed by IDFI in the first instance court within 

7 months was nearly double the total for all of 2021 in 

Georgia (23).  

3. Impact of Technological Progress 

In the USA and Georgia local journalism faces 

significant challenges due to rapid technological ad-

vancements. Traditional media outlets like print, radio, 

and television struggle to compete with online plat-

forms, as people now have immediate access to infor-

mation via their mobile phones. The global online net-

work's expansion has made the future of traditional 

journalism unpredictable. Social media has become 

crucial for daily journalistic practices, prompting tele-

vision to move some content online to boost ratings. 

Major media organizations now showcase a variety of 

journalistic products on social media platforms. The 

World Wide Web features millions of blogs where de-

velopers can quickly share text, photos, audio, and 

video. While traditional media like print, radio, and tel-

evision are unlikely to be entirely replaced, consumers 

value the competition (24). In “Local News,” Reader 

(2008) notes that online formats, unprofessional news 

sites, and blogs enable individuals to document local 

news often overlooked by traditional media. They can 

break news before newspapers and offer "micro-local 

news." Reader states, “the Internet showed the potential 

to overtake newspapers as the dominant source of local 

news in America” (25). Scholars argue that the Internet 

has significantly improved access to public information 

and news from government agencies, along with vari-

ous data analysis and research tools. Documents that 

once required visits or Freedom of Information Act re-

quests can now be easily accessed online. C.W. Ander-

son, in The Sociology of the Professions and the Prob-

lem of Journalism Education, argues that the news in-

dustry's crisis stems from a sharp decline in advertising 

revenues due to the digital era. This shift has weakened 

newspapers' pricing power and highlighted the ineffec-

tiveness of traditional advertising. Concurrently, ordi-

nary citizens have started to take on roles traditionally 

held by journalists, such as reporting events and sharing 

expert opinions (26). The BBC reports that the U.S. has 

over 1,000 daily newspapers, mainly catering to local 

audiences, but they have suffered due to online compe-

tition (27). Taylor (2019) discusses the decline of local 

news coverage in the USA, highlighting that weekly 

and Sunday newspaper circulation has decreased for 

decades. According to Pew Research, many regions 

have limited to no local news reporting. Historically, 

local newspapers provided essential updates on 

weather, events, and politics, but their coverage has 

reached historic lows. The rise of the internet has ad-

versely affected the journalism industry, as readers 

shifted to digital platforms, prompting advertisers to 

withdraw their support. This shift led to a significant 

68% drop in newspaper ad revenue from 2008 to 2018 

(28). Daniel Tovrov notes in “Dropshipping Journal-

ism” that journalism faces an identity crisis as Google, 

Facebook, and Apple News take more profits, forcing 

reporters to write for algorithms then readers (29). 

The situation is similar in Georgia, as regional and 

community radio stations face funding challenges, 

while print media readership is declining and online 

news is increasing, according to Reporters Without 

Borders' 2024 report on press freedom (11). It is chal-

lenging for low-income regional media outlets to sur-

vive in this era of intensified Internet competition. In 

Georgia, public opinion surveys also indicate a signifi-

cant rise in internet usage at the national level (30).  

4. Potentials for Local Journalism 

Rather than solely emphasizing challenges, this 

study adopts a constructive approach, positioning cur-

rent global and local changes as potential opportunities 

for advancement. 

Despite financial challenges, American local me-

dia organizations receive support from strong local 

foundations and volunteers who recognize their im-

portance in democracy. Scholars, including Downie 
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and Schudson (2009), propose that community founda-

tions should lead in funding local media. With signifi-

cant assets and contributions—$2.4 billion from the 

twenty-five largest foundations in 2007 alone—if they 

dedicated just one percent of their giving to local news, 

it would match the total funding provided by all foun-

dations in recent years. These foundations are well-po-

sitioned to partner with local news organizations. A 

number of national foundations—led by Knight and in-

cluding Carnegie, Ford, Hewlett, MacArthur, Open So-

ciety Institute, Pew, and Rockefeller, among others—

have made grants to a variety of nonprofit reporting 

ventures. A study by the Knight-funded J-Lab at Amer-

ican University in Washington estimated that, alto-

gether, national and local foundations provided $128 

million to news nonprofits from 2005 into 2009 (1). 

Waldman and Sennott (2018) call for a larger role of 

the nonprofit sector in local journalism. In 2012, foun-

dations provided $2.1 billion to arts and culture but 

only $36.1 million to investigative reporting. They ar-

gue that local donors and the community must see jour-

nalism as essential as libraries, museums, and hospitals, 

emphasizing the need for more reporters to support 

America’s democracy (18).  

Recent years have seen several organizations gain-

ing recognition for their support of community journal-

ism. The Knight Foundation, founded by John S. and 

James L. Knight, has shifted its focus from journalism 

education to funding technological innovation and sus-

tainable models for local news. In 2019, Knight com-

mitted $300 million over five years to support scalable 

organizations in local communities. In September 

2023, they announced an additional $150 million over 

five years for the Press Forward initiative, aimed at 

strengthening local news organizations nationwide, 

building on over $632 million invested since 2005 to 

enhance American news ecosystems (31). The MacAr-

thur Foundation aims to enhance local journalism 

through its Media and Journalism programs, focusing 

on revitalizing local news and strengthening democ-

racy. Their Press Forward initiative collaborates with 

funders to support local newsrooms by providing fund-

ing, training, and improving business practices. The 

foundation also promotes diversity in journalism and 

advocates for public policies that increase access to lo-

cal news and civic information (6). The Democracy 

Fund believes that changing the ownership and leader-

ship of local news organizations can enhance access to 

information in communities. They invest in organiza-

tions that prioritize accurate information as essential for 

justice and democracy. Traditional journalism in the 

U.S. has often favored profits, leading to an unsustain-

able model. However, innovative news models, such as 

nonprofit newsrooms and regional networks, have 

emerged. The Democracy Fund's News and Infor-

mation Ecosystems Initiative aims to transform journal-

ism by amplifying community voices and customizing 

efforts to address unique local needs (32). The Ameri-

can Journalism Project (AJP) aims to enhance local 

journalism in the U.S. by boosting resources for digital 

newsrooms. They invest in business capacity, offer 

coaching, and provide training on best practices to help 

media serve local audiences effectively (33). The or-

ganization supports local journalism by providing free 

tools, resources, and grant funding to help news leaders 

develop sustainable strategies. Focused on enhancing 

local news in Philadelphia and nationwide, it offers 

training, grants, and best practices. In 2023, it commit-

ted $13.5 million in grants with support from over 

3,000 donors and connects more than 3,000 news pro-

fessionals globally (34). Report for America, an initia-

tive from The GroundTruth Project, places emerging 

journalists in local newsrooms to cover under-reported 

issues. The program includes competitions for news or-

ganizations to identify coverage gaps and for journal-

ists to apply for positions. It funds about half of each 

corps member's salary, with the rest covered by local 

news organizations and donors. Corps members receive 

extensive training and usually commit to a two-year 

term, with an option for a third year. Since 2017, the 

program has placed 658 journalists in newsrooms, sup-

ported 371 news organizations, and raised $30 million 

locally (9). The Poynter Institute strengthens democ-

racy by enhancing journalism quality and impact. For 

over 50 years, it has developed programs for journal-

ists, particularly in local news. Poynter trained thou-

sands of local journalists, helping newsrooms grow dig-

ital audiences, increase revenue, and promote diversity 

and ethical leadership (35). Several funds, including 

The Ford Foundation and the San Diego Foundation, 

support local journalism in the U.S. Over the past dec-

ade, an estimated $300 million has been awarded to 

U.S. journalists and media organizations, with dona-

tions tripling in that time. “There’s a growing recogni-

tion of the need to support local and regional news in 

particular, as more newsrooms shrink or disappear,” 

says News/Media Alliance (36). 

In Georgian context, local media is greatly de-

pendent on international donor organizations’ finances. 

Khaburdzania (2011) highlights the role of independent 

media in Georgia's regional areas, linking its growth to 

civil sector development. She emphasizes the im-

portance of NGOs in enhancing local governance, es-

pecially through partnerships with central organiza-

tions. Collaborations between regional television and 

NGOs are crucial for countering government and busi-

ness pressures. Additionally, international NGOs see 

electronic media as essential for safeguarding freedom 

of expression, with foreign donor support being vital 

for advancing regional broadcasting (37).  

Regarding challenges posed by digital transfor-

mation, it should be admitted that the advancement of 

modern technologies and social media has also led to 

positive changes. The internet and social networks have 

created new opportunities for those with limited finan-

cial resources to adapt to modern dynamics. It’s crucial 

to leverage these opportunities wisely. Modern technol-

ogies offer significant advantages for preparing and 

sharing journalistic content, especially through social 

media, which is the fastest and most cost-effective 

means of dissemination. Unlike traditional media, 

which involves extensive costs and equipment, solo 

journalism allows individuals to independently create 

and share audio, video, and written content online. 

Downie and Schudson (2009) in “The Reconstruction 
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of American Journalism” argue that newspapers, by 

cutting staff and coverage to survive, reduce their value 

to readers and communities. This leads to many trained 

journalists entering the job market, allowing new local 

news organizations, especially online, to emerge. The 

Internet enables a diverse range of news distribution 

from surviving newspapers and commercial television 

to start-up online outlets, nonprofit projects, public 

broadcasting, university services, community news 

sites, and blogs. Even government and activist groups 

contribute, resulting in a broader variety of independent 

reporting and evolving definitions of news (1) 

One key advantage of the internet is its ability to 

facilitate immediate audience feedback. Before online 

journalism, gathering public opinion required special-

ized surveys. Nowadays social media offers real-time 

insights, allowing journalists to gauge what captivates 

the public and understand their perceptions of news 

content. This feedback loop enables journalists to en-

gage more effectively with their audience. Downie and 

Schudson (2009) highlight that digital technology and 

innovation are opening new reporting avenues, grant-

ing contemporary reporters access to diverse research 

tools that allow for continuous updates, deeper explo-

ration of topics, and easier verification of information. 

In the USA, some funds support local media in 

adapting to new technologies. The Knight Foundation, 

for instance, focuses on areas like using artificial intel-

ligence to improve journalism, recognizing the im-

portance of visuals in storytelling, and leveraging data 

for impactful narratives. They emphasize that local 

journalism must embrace and integrate new technolo-

gies to keep pace with rapid innovation (31). Various 

NGOs in Georgia are actively working to assist local 

media organizations in upgrading their equipment and 

enhancing journalistic skills.  

Conclusion 

When comparing journalism in the USA and 

Georgia, it's evident that both face similar challenges 

despite differing circumstances. The literature high-

lights the role of local foundations and philanthropic in-

itiatives in supporting local news and addressing finan-

cial issues. American local media organizations benefit 

from strong local support and volunteers who value 

journalism's democratic role. To combat the decline in 

local news resources, initiatives like the MacArthur 

Foundation focus on funding and developing sustaina-

ble business models.  

In summary, as challenges arise, American ex-

perts, alongside various organizations and funding en-

tities, are actively engaged in assessing the landscape 

of local news. Their efforts are focused on identifying 

effective strategies and allocating necessary financial 

resources to combat the vulnerabilities faced by this 

sector. These findings from the American model high-

light the necessity for a comparable understanding of 

the challenges faced in Georgia, a country with limited 

advertising revenue in its regions. This multi-faceted 

support is crucial for ensuring the sustainability of local 

news outlets, which play an indispensable role in fos-

tering informed, engaged, and democratic community. 
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